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TORONTO  AND  GEORGIAN  BAY 
CANAL. 


The  publication  of  the  following  correspondence 
in  pamphlet  form  has  been  determined  on,  prin- 
cipally for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  facts 
therein  elicited,  and  also  as  an  inducement  to  the 
public  generally  to  discuss  the  question ;  and  if  on 
enquiry  the  facts  are  found  to  be  correct  as  stated, 
to  encourage  the  promoters  of  this  great  under- 
taking to  persevere  in  their  endeavours  to  accom- 
plish its  construction  at  as  early  a  period  as  cir- 
cumstances will  justify. 

That  the  work  is  practicable  in  an  Engineering 
point  of  view  will  not  now  be  denied ;  the  only 
question  to  be  determined  is  whether  the  cost  of 
construction  will  be  greater  than  the  trade  de- 
mands, or  in  other  words,  whether  it  will  pay. 
Even  this  important  question  can  only  be  con- 
sidered one  of  time,  as  sooner  or  later  the  increase 
of  Western  Trade  will  justify  its  construction. 

Past  experience  proves  incontestably  that  the 
most  beneficial  projects  have  had  their  opponents, 
false  prejudice  being  in  most  instances  the  prime 
source  of  all  opposition,  in  too  many  instances  the 
only  source. 

To  remove  false  prejudice  is  a  difficult  and  often- 
times an  irksome  task,  and  being  aware  that  no 
small  amount  of  false  prejudice  has  been  created 
against  this  project,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  neces- 
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sity  to  disseminate  as  widely  as  possible  every  in- 
formation on  the  subject  in  order  to  convince  op- 
ponents that  their  early  formed  impressions  are 
incorrect,  thereby  removing  the  causes  of  their 
prejudices,  and  if  possible  obtaining  their  friendly 
co-operation. 

The  object  in  the  present  instance  is  to  lead, 
not  force  public  opinion  ;  it  is  necessary  therefore 
to  make  known  those  reasons  which  have  induced 
the  promoters  of  the  project  to  form  their  conclu- 
sions, and  if  those  reasons  fail  to  convince,  credit 
will  only  be  accorded  to  opponents  if  influenced 
by  sound  arguments,  and  conscientious  convictions. 

The  steady  flow  of  emigration  from  the  Euro- 
pean Continent  to  the  "  Land  of  the  West,"  has 
induced  eminent  scientific  and  commercial  gentle- 
men in  England  to  embark  capital  to  the  extent 
of  two  millions  of  pounds  sterling  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  Leviathan  steamship.  That  the  Leviathan 
is  intended  for  the  Western  Trade,  we  are  assured 
in  a  late  communication  of  Sir  C.  P.  Roney,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company. 
Another  steamship  of  32,000  tons  burden,  4,000 
tons  larger  than  the  Leviathan  is  proposed  to  be 
built,  and  the  project  is  favorably  entertained.  The 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  steam-ships  for  the 
Atlantic  trade,  is  also  an  indication  of  Western 
progress,  and  is  an  encouragement  to  those  who 
advocate  additional  facilities  for  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  means  of  transport  on  this  continent ; 
and  it  is  well  known  to  all  scientific  gentlemen 
that  Dr.  Lardner  took  especial  pains  to  prove  that 
commercially,  a  steam  communication  between 
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Europe  and  America  was  impracticable,  and  would 
consequently  be  unprofitable  :  to  this  day  it  is  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  the  problem  has  been 
solved,  the  subject  is  still  under  discussion  and 
will  probably  continue  so ;  it  is  satisfactory  how- 
ever to  be  assured  that  trans- Atlantic  steam  com- 
munication is  now  an  established  fact,  and  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  a  necessity. 

This  iD stance  is  mentioned  to  prove  that  what 
is  admitted  to  be  necessary  and  can  be  accom- 
plished by  the  ingenuity  of  man,  ceases  to  be 
looked  upon  as  impracticable,  whether  directly 
profitable  or  otherwise. 

The  unsuccessful  attempt  to  establish  a  tele- 
graph communication  between  the  European  and 
American  continents  is  another  indication  that  no 
ordinary  difficulties  will  prevent  the  ultimate 
identification  of  the  countries  on  the  Eastern  and 
Western  shores  of  the  Atlantic  in  fulfilling  their 
united  destinies,  as  the  civilizers  of  the  world. 

For  several  years  past  it  has  been  admitted  that 
the  population  of  Europe  has  increased  beyond  the 
bonds  of  social  comfort,  and  become  over-crowded ; 
this  surplus  population  have  naturally  sought  other 
countries  where  their  toil  will  be  more  amply  re- 
warded, and  no  countries  offer  greater  advantages 
in  this  respect,  than  this  Province  and  the  United 
States.  With  a  ready  sale  of  their  products  at 
their  doors,  it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  emi- 
grants should  choose  this  portion  of  the  continent 
which  assimilates  in  climate  with  their  native 
land,  as  the  theatres  of  their  exertions.  The  steady 
stream  of  Eastern  emigration  every  season  to  this 
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fertile  Province,  and  the  rich  prairies  of  the 
Western  States,  the  increasing  facilities  of  trans- 
port, and  the  abundant  rewards  for  manual  labour, 
explain  the  rapid  growth  of  the  West. 

The  unlimited  agricultural,  mineral,  and  manu- 
facturing resources  of  this  portion  of  the  American 
continent  holds  out  abundant  inducements  of 
success  to  future  emigrants.  In  addition  to  the 
unoccupied  lands  of  this  Province,  and  the  almost 
boundless  prairies  of  the  West,  an  immense  extent 
of  territory  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company,  will  soon  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Canadian  Government,  and  opened  for 
settlement. 

The  extent  of  the  unoccupied  territory  in  the 
United  States  and  the  Hudson  Bay  territory,  to 
which  the  great  lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  form 
the  natural  outlet,  has  been  computed  at  two  mil- 
lions of  square  miles,  1,280,000,000  acres  of  land, 
a  large  proportion  of  which  is  capable  of  cultivation. 

From  the  information  lately  published,  it  appears 
that  the  increase  of  the  population  of  Minnesota 
and  Kansas  will  entitle  these  territories  to  be 
classed  as  States  before  the  next  Session  of  Con- 
gress is  closed,  and  an  additional  territory  west  of 
Minnesota  will  be  formed.  Here  are  further 
marks  of  progress,  and  forcible  arguments  in  favour 
of  additional  facilities  of  communication  with  the 
sea  board.  That  additional  facilities  are  necessary 
cannot  be  doubted )  in  the  commercial  article  of  the 
Colonist,  of  the  11th  inst.,  it  appears  that  the 
American  Railway  Companies  when  the  navigation 


7 


was  closed  and  competition  at  an  ond  for  the  sea- 
son, raised  their  prices  of  freight  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition ;  at  the  present  prices 
of  flour  in  Chicago  and  New  York  respectively, 
the  loss  on  each  barrel  of  flour  forwarded  would 
be  20cts.,  consequently  all  business  in  produce  is 
checked. 

With  additional  facilities  and  consequent  lower 
prices  of  freight,  the  whole  of  the  Western  pro- 
duce now  blocked  up,  before  the  close  of  the  navi- 
gation might  have  been  on  its  way  to  Europe 
realizing  a  profit  to  all  concerned.  In  affording 
facilities  to  Western  trade,  and  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  construct  Railways,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have  appropriated  24,250,000  acres 
of  land,  22,000,000  of  which  were  granted  during 
the  last  session. 

750,000  acres  were  also  granted  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ship  canal,  con- 
necting lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  an  engineering 
work  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  its  pro- 
jectors, who  completed  the  work  in  June,  1855, 
two  years  after  it  was  commenced,  when  the  land 
was  formally  transferred  by  the  State  Authorities 
to  the  Company.  By  the  construction  of  this 
canal,  950  miles  of  coast  line  of  Lake  Superior 
with  its  valuable  minerals  were  opened  to  commerce; 
the  advantage  of  this  canal  is  evident;  it  is  stated 
that  in  1855  only  1,400  tons  of  iron  were  for- 
warded, whilst  in  1856,  11,000  tons  of  iron  and 
5226  tons  of  copper  were  shipped  from  the  mines 
to  Detroit.    This  is  a  remarkable  contrast  to  the 
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statement,  "  that  in  1849,  Mr.  S.  McKnight  as 
member  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  did  all 
the  transportation  of  merchandize  around  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary  with  one  or  two  horses,  and  it  was  not 
till  1851  that  the  first  steamer  floated  on  the  waters 
of  Lake  Superior,  only  six  years  ago." 

The  coast  line  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  lakes  amounts  to  5,657  miles,  the  whole  area 
of  the  lakes  being  nearly  54,000  square  miles, 
with  a  population  on  their  shores  of  10,000,000. 

Judging  by  the  past,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  future  progress  of  this  Province 
and  the  United  States  will  be  unparalled  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  whether  it  is  viewed  in  a  na- 
tional, industrial,  or  commercial  point  of  view ; 
with  such  a  future  before  us,  we  may  be  excused 
in  indulging  in  anticipations,  which  if  not  fully, 
will,  at  least,  be  partially  realized. 

That  Toronto  has  been  foremost  amongst  Cana- 
dian cities,  in  directing  the  public  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  constructing  an  additional  avenue  for 
the  Western  trade,  will  be  conceded  without  hesi- 
tation. In  the  centre  of  th3  area  of  commerce 
and  population  on  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
between  the  west  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  Toronto 
from  her  geographical  position  will  always  exercise 
an  important  influence  over  the  commerce  of  the 
Province.  With  the  sister  city  of  Montreal  as  a 
sea  port,  and  Chicago  the  centre  of  western  com- 
merce, by  the  construction  of  the  Georgian  Bay 
Canal,  Toronto  would  become  the  centre  of  inter- 
nal traffic.    An  endeavour  to  accomplish  this  is 
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worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  her  citizens,  and  will 
sooner  or  later  command  the  active  co-operation  of 
the  eastern  and  western  interests,  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made. 

In  the  above  remarks,  the  advantage  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  as  the  natural  outlet,  and  as  the  shortest 
route  to  an  European  market  has  only  been  con- 
sidered. It  is  well  known  that  the  trade  of  Oswego 
has  increased  so  rapidly  within  the  last  few  years 
as  to  excite  the  zealous  attention  of  Buffalo,  whose 
citizens  attempted  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  Act 
by  the  New  York  Legislature,  to  impose  discrimi- 
nating tolls  upon  property  passing  through  the 
Welland  Canal  to  Tidewater,  by  way  of  Oswego, 
which  attempt  was  successfully  opposed  by  Oswego, 
and  the  scheme  thwarted.  Looking  at  the  map, 
it  is  evident  that  Oswego  is  the  shortest  route 
between  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Hudson  River,  as 
such  it  will  always  command  its  share  of  Western 
trade  if  not  interfered  with  by  the  Legislature. 

This  route  was  the  one  originally  proposed  to 
connect  Lake  Ontario  with  the  Hudson  Eiver, 
prior  to  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

When  the  Toronto  and  Georgian  Bay  Canal  is 
constructed,  to  retain  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
Western  trade,  the  State  of  New  York  must  con- 
struct a  ship  canal  at  this  point.  Oswego  is  there- 
fore interested  in  this  project,  and  will  no  doubt 
render  every  assistance  in  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  through  this  section  of  the  Province. 

If  the  theory  promulgated  in  the  following  arti- 
cle in  Hunt's  Merchants  Magazine  is  correct, 
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Montreal  need  not  be  alarmed,  that,  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  "  Toronto  and  Georgian  Bay  Ship 
Canal,"  the  bulk  of  the  domestic  trade  will  as 
heretofore  find  a  centre  in  New  York.  To  pre- 
vent it  for  the  future,  Montreal  must  unite  with 
Toronto  and  other  cities  in  Western  Canada. 
Single-handed  she  has  not,  and  can  hardly  expect 
to  succeed  in  securing  this  trade. 

"  It  can  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  the  do- 
mestic commerce  of  North  America  bears  a  pro- 
portion as  large  as  twenty  to  one  of  its  foreign 
commerce. 

Has  internal  commerce  a  tendency  to  concen- 
trate in  few  points  like  foreign  commerce  ?  Is  its 
tendency  to  concentration  less  than  that  of  foreign 
-commerce  ?  No  difference  in  this  respect  can  be 
perceived.  All  commerce  developes  that  law  of 
its  nature  to  the  extent  of  its  means. 

Foreign  commerce  concentrates  chiefly  at  those 
ports  where  it  meets  the  greatest  internal  commerce . 

The  domestic  commerce  being  the  great  body, 
draws  to  it  the  smaller  body  of  foreign  commerce, 
New  York  by  her  canals,  her  railroads,  and  her 
superior  position  for  coastwise  navigation,  has 
drawn  to  herself  most  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
because  she  has  become  the  most  convenient  point 
for  the  concentration  of  our  domestic  trade.  It  is 
absurd  to  suppose  she  could  always,  or  can  for 
half  a  century,  remain  the  best  point  for  the  con- 
centration of  domestic  trade ;  and  as  the  foreign 
commerce  will  every  year  bear  a  less  and  less  pro- 
portion to  the  domestic  commerce,  it  can  hardly 
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be  doubted,  that  before  the  end  of  one  century 
from  this  time,  the  great  centre  of  business  of  all 
kinds  for  North  America  will  be  on  a  Lake  Har- 
bour J' 

When  so  many  interests  are  involved,  and  with 
such  foreign  aid,  Toronto  may  safely  calculate  on 
the  completion  of  this  undertaking,  at  a  much 
earlier  date  than  may  be  at  present  anticipated  by 
its  most  sanguine  supporters. 

The  latest  statistics  are  herewith  appended  to> 
shew  that  the  calculations  on  which  the  arguments 
have  been  based  are  fully  sustained. 

MARINE  LOSSES  FOR  NOVEMBER. 

The  marine  losses  of  all  kinds  for  the  past  month  were  i 
On  steamers,  $475,250;  ships,  $796,650;  barques, 
$219,200;  brigs,  $127,200 ;  schooners,  $326,175.  Mr. 
I.  H.  Upton,  in  his  report  to  the  Underwriters,  makes> 
the  following  quarterly  classification  of  disasters  for 
September,  October  and  November,  1857,  Total,  $1,945,- 
475:— 

Collisions.     Abandoned.    Fires.  Stranded 


Steamers                12  2  9  11 

Ships                      6  3  3  22. 

Barques                  10  9  3  2£ 

Brigs                      4  11  2  30 

Schooners               12  10  4  1& 

Total           44  37  22  145* 

Dismasted.  Missing.  Other  Causes.  Total- 
Steamers    ...  22  56 

Ships                     13  1  56  116 

Barks                    10  2  23  31 

Brigs                     14  3  20  84 

Schooners.'             18  6  128  21& 

Total             60  12  256  553 
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The  following  indicates  the  increase  of  eastern 
emigration  for  this  year  : — 

EMIGRATION  TO  NEW  YORK. 

From  a  New  York  journal  we  extract  the  following 
comparative  statement,  showing  the  increase  of  impor- 
tation to  that  port,  during  the  present  year : — 

No.  of  emigrants  arrived  to  December  2,  1857..  175,915 
"  since  to  December  9...  2,596 

Total   178,511 

To  same  date  in  1856   130,581 

Increase   38,930 


GEORGIAN  BAY  CANAL. 

[FROM  THE  DAILY  COLONIST,  TORONTO,  NOV.  26,  1857.] 

Having  always  advocated  the  construction  of 
this  important  work,  we  have  great  pleasure  in 
publishing  the  following  correspondence  on  the 
subject.  We  are  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the 
surveys  of  the  various  proposed  routes  have  at 
length  been  completed,  and  the  public  will  soon 
be  in  possession  of  the  necessary  information,  so 
that  an  opinion  may  be  formed  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  its  being  a  profitable  work.  Of  its 
great  local  advantages  there  can  be  no 
question,  but  the  feasibility  of  the  undertaking  as 
a  Provincial  work  could  not  of  course  be  deter- 
mined until  the  necessary  statistics  were  com- 
piled and  the  cost  ascertained. 

Seriously  we  would  invite  our  Montreal  con 
temporaries  to  weigh  well  the  opinions  of  our 
American  neighbours,  who  may  be  supposed  to 
give   disinterested  advice  as  far  as  Toronto  and 
Montreal  are  concerned. 
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Additional  accommodation  is  admitted  to  be 
required  for  the  Western  trade,  and  nature  hav- 
ing indicated  this  as  the  most  direct  and  safest 
route  to  the  seaboard,  we  are  not  surprised  at 
our  friends  in  Chicago  strenuously  supporting  it 
in  preference  to  all  others.  On  the  completion 
of  this  work,  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Champlain 
Ganal  would  become  a  necessity  to  New  York  as 
well  as  Montreal. 

This  appears  to  be  the  proper  time  to  discuss 
the  whole  question,  previous  to  the  favorable  re- 
action which  will  sooner  or  later  take  place  in 
financial  matters,  when  works  of  this  description 
may  be  carried  out : — 

TORONTO  AND  GEORGIAN  BAY  CANAL. 

Toronto,  November  14th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  your 
native  city,  and  as  one  of  the  minority  in  thb  City  Coun- 
cil who  strenuously  advocated  the  completion  of  the 
survey  instituted  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  con- 
structing a  Ship  Canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lakes 
Huron  and  Ontario  at  Toronto,  I  would  address  a  few 
observations  to  you  on  the  advantages  of  the  project  to 
this  city  and  the  Province  generally. 

In  the  year  1841,  when  the  population  of  Toronto 
was  not  15,000,  that  of  Chicago  about  5,000,  and  Mil- 
waukee 2,000,  the  Honourable  H.  H.Killaly,  in  a  Report 
to  His  Excellency  Lord  Sydenham,  on  the  Public 
Works  of  the  Province,  strongly  advocated  the  St. 
Lawrence  route,  in  preference  to  all  others,  and  clearly 
demonstrated  the  natural  advantages  of  its  navigation 
as  a  means  of  communication  with  the  Upper  Lakes 
and  the  West.  Since  then  the  improvements  recom- 
mended in  the  Report  have  been  carried  out  on  even  a 
more  enlarged  scale  than  was  originally  intended ;  yet 
making  every  allowance  for  the  great  advantage  those 
improvements  have  been,  it  is  admitted  that  the  antici- 
pated benefits  have  not  been  fully  realized.  The  Erie 
Canal  still  commands  the  trade  of  the  West,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  divert  it. 
In  1851,  ten  years  afterwards,  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Merritt 
states  in  his  official  Report,  "  We  have  a  coast  of  four 
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thousand  miles  above  Quebec,  and  four  thousand  miles 
above  Lake  Ontario,  leading  through  the  centre  of 
America,  its  natural  outlet  is  the  St.  Lawrence,  through 
which  its  trade  must  flow  when  placed  in  the  same  po- 
sition as  its  rivals.11 

Again  in  1855  the  Honourable  John  Young,  M.P.P. 
for  Montreal,  states,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
F.  Lemieux,  that  in  1847  "  the  rivalry  for  the  carrying 
trade  of  the  Great  West  was  fairly  begun  between  Ca- 
nada and  the  State  of  New  York."  The  result  of  this 
rivalry,  in  1854,  is  also  stated,  ''The  carrying  trade  of 
Upper  Canada  products,  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Canadian  canals  is  rapidly  decreasing,  and  that  of  the 
State  of  New  York  rapidly  increasing."  The  remedies 
proposed  for  the  '*  depressed  and  diminishing  trade"  are 
— "  Toe  enlargement  of  the  Welland  Canal,  and  the 
construction  of  a  canal  to  connec*  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  Lake  Champlain." 

It  may  be  considered  presumption  on  my  part  to  at- 
tempt to  argue  those  points  which  have  occupied  the 
attention  oi  the  professional  talent  of  the  Province; 
but,  for  the  folio  ving  reasons,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing 
my  belief  that  the  enlargement  of  the  Welland  Canal 
will  not  divert  the  Western  trade  from  the  Erie  Canal, 
through  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  Atlamic  Ocean.  The 
Hon  Mr.  Young  admits  that  the  competition  will  still 
continue,  that  "  The  State  of  New  York  has  determined 
that  in  J 858  the  Erie  Canal  shall  possess  double  its  present 
capacity  for  transport,  and  no  one  acquainted  with  the 
enterprise  of  that  State  can  for  a  moment  doubt  that 
that  determination  will  be  carried  into  effect,  if  not 
within  the  time  mentioned,  at  least  at  no  very  distant 
date." 

By  the  enlargement  of  the  Welland  Canal  it  is  ex- 
pected that  "  Montreal  and  Quebec  would  then  become 
the  great,  as  they  now  are  the  natural,  depots  for  the 
Export  and  Import  trade  of  the  West." 

By  the  construction  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake 
Champlain  Canal  it  is  anticipated  "that  the  New  Eng- 
land States  cjuld  be  supplied  with  Western  products 
by  a  more  direct  and  better  route,"  and  "  by  these  facili- 
ties Canada  would  be  enabled  to  compete  successfully, 
even  with  the  enlarged  Erie  Canal,  for  the  igantic 
trade  of  the  West." 

In  the  Board  of  Works  Report  for  1857,  T.  C.  Clarke, 
Esq.,  C.  E.,  in  a  comparison  of  the  avenues  of  Western 
Trade  slates,  that  the  effect  ot  the  United  States  Bond- 
ing Act.  and  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  "has  been  to  di- 
vert the  trade  of  Canada  West  from  the  St.  Lawrence 


15 


to  the  New  York  canals  and  railways,"  and  agrees  with 
the  Hon.  John  Young  that  the  enlargement  of  the  Wel- 
land  Canal,  and  construction  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Lake  Champlain  Canal,  ''would  be  a  cheaper  and  quick- 
er route  to  New  York  than  any  now  existing,"  provided, 
the  State  of  New  York  can  be  induced  to  enlarge  the 
present  Champlain  Canal,  from  Whitehall  to  Waterford, 
&c,  a  provision  of  very  considerable  doubt  in  his 
mind,  as  he  also  states.  Being  important,  I  copy  the  pa- 
ragraph in  full — "  The  greater  part  of  this,  (the  revenue 
derived  from  the  tolls  on  the  Oswego  and  Erie  Canals,) 
would  be  lost  if  the  Champlain  Canals  were  built,  un- 
less, indeed,  she  put  so  heavy  a  toll  on  it  as  to  pay  the 
interest  on  its  cost,  &nd  reimburse  her,  moreover,  what 
she  lost  from  the  Oswego  and  Erie  Canals.  But  this 
could  not  be  done  without  making  the  new  route  more 
expensive  than  the  old  ones :  hence  it  seems  probable 
that  the  State  of  New  York  will  not  enlarge  the  Champlain 
Canal  until  the  Erie  and  Oswego  Canals  get  more  business 
than  they  can  do,  and  it  would  be  manifestly  unwise  for 
the  Canadian  Government  to  embark  in  so  expensive  an 
undertaking  until  they  were  sure  that  the  State  of  New 
York  would  co-operate  with  them." 

The  following  extract,  from  the  Leader  of  the  12th 
inst.,  is  an  indication  of  the  declining  state  of  the  trade 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  Canals,  m  what  is  supposed  to  be 
the  best  forwarding  month  in  every  year. 
The  amount  of  tolls  for  produce  upward  via. 

the  St.  Lwrence  Canal,  for  October,  1857, 

is  £1229  9  3 

For  corresponding  period  1856  was   2028  7  8 

The  amount  of  toils,  for  downward  Produce,  is, 

October,  1857   1036    5  4 

Same  period  1856   1452  19' 5 

Which  statement  shows  a  decrease  in  both  branches 
of  the  tolls.  By  reference  to  the  whole  statement,  for 
both  years,  we  find  the  following  items  of  interest  : 

upward.  1856.  1857.  downward.  1856.  1857. 
No.  vessels  passed  458  441  No  of  vessels. .  428  389 
No.  of  steamers..  179  158  No.  of  steamers  178  160 
Pas'nfier  ever  2117^    983     Pass,  over  21.  2070  1494 

Tho  present  depressed  state  of  commerce  may  be 
urged  as  the  principal  cause  of  the  above  decline ;  we 
find,  however,  by  the  following  extract  of  the  same  date, 
that,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  the  produce  of  the  West 
is  moving  to  the  seaboard  by  the  Erie  Canal : — H  In 
Chicago  the  efforts  of  the  associated  merchants  have, 
we  believe,  been  more  successful  than  elsewhere.  From 
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the  latest  advices  we  learn  that  there  are  now  loading 
with  grain  and  flour,  at  New  York,  the  large  number  of 
thirty  ships,  all  for  Europe,  about  half  being  for  Liver- 
pool, and  the  remainder  for  Glasgow.  They  will  aver- 
age about  20,000  bushels  for  each  ship.  Such  a  whole- 
sale exportation  of  these  two  great  staple  articles  of 
agricultural  produce  is  believed  to  be  unprecedented." 

The  only  conclusion  to  be  derived  from  the  above  is 
this,  that  the  State  of  New  York  holds  the  key  of  the 
communication  from  the  seaboard  to  the  Great  West, 
and  will  continue  to  hold  it  under  existing  arrangements. 
Without  entering  into  any  further  discussion  of  the 
advantage  of  the  St.  Lawrence  over  the  Oswego  or  Erie 
Canal  routes,  it  is  worth  a  good  deal  of  consideration 
to  determine  whether  the  stream  of  commerce  cannot 
be  diverted  at  a  point  farther  west  than  Buffalo,  which, 
heretofore,  has  been  the  starting  point  in  all  former 
discussions  on  the  subject. 

Judging  by  past  experience  it  appears  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  bulk  of  the  western  trade,  having 
passed  the  St.  Clair  River,  and  reached  the  eastern  end 
of  Lake  Erie,  will  find  its  way  to  New  York  by  the 
Erie  Canal.  The  diversion  must  therefore  be  attempted 
further  west  than  Buffalo. 

That  the  navigation  of  the  Flats  of  the  River  St.  Clair 
and  Lake  Erie  is  the  most  hazardous  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, is  well  known  to  all  ihose  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  subject. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Congressional  Committee  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  commerce  of  the  Lakes,  published 
in  "  Disturnell's  Tour,"  it  is  stated  that,  "  The  dangers 
to  which  our  Lake  Commerce  is  exposed  are  three, viz: 
Shipwreck,  Collision,  and  Stranding.  These  are  shown 
to  be  in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  the  narrow  area 
over  which  this  commerce  is  carried  on,  the  stormy 
character  of  the  Lakes,  the  exposed  condition  of  the 
Lake  coasts,  and  the  want  of  natural  or  artificial  Har- 
bours of  Commerce  or  of  Refuge  for  the  Lake  Ship- 
ping." 

The  losses  on  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  Michigan, 
an«J  St.  Clair,  for  eight  years,  from  1848  to  1855,  were 
$5,828,346,  being  $1,432,086  for  each.  Lakes  Huron 
and  Michigan,  in  round  numbers,  are  four  times  the  area 
of  Lake  Ontario,  and  not  quite  three  times  the  area  of 
Lake  Erie.  The  want  of  depth  of  water  in  Lake  Erie, 
thereby  increasing  the  dangerous  effect  during  storms, 
more  than  counterbalances  the  disproportion  of  the 
area,  so  that  for  all  practical  purposes  we  may  assume 
that  $1,432,086  as  the  loss,  in  eight  years,  on  Lake  Erie 
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alone.  The  amount  of  damages  to  the  Commerce  of 
the  Lakes,  during  1854,  from  the  difficulty  of  crossing 
the  St.  Clair  flats  with  loaded  vessels  was. . .  660,146 
Assumed  loss  on  Lake  Erie,  in  1854   297,244 

Total  loss  in  1854   $957,390 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  loss  increases  every 
year  in  proportion  wich  the  increased  tonnage,  but, 
taking  the  loss  in  one  year  alone  to  be  $1,000,000,  in 
ten  years,  or  in  1865,  the  loss  would  be  $10,000,000. 
The  damage  and  detention  in  the  Detroit  River  and  St. 
Clair  flats  alone  has  been  so  great,  that,  during  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Wood,  of  Chatham,  applied 
for  and  obtained  a  charter  for  the  construction  of  a  ca- 
nal from  the  River  St.  Clair  to  the  Harbour  of  Rond 
Eau,  an  estimated  distance  of  36  miles,  thereby  saving 
131  miles  of  circuitous  and  expensive  navigation. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  meeting 
held  in  Chatham  in  3856  : — "  That  this  meeting  is  of 
opinion  the  St.  Clair  Flats  (over  which  in  1855  a  com- 
merce of  the  value  of  £62,791,921  4s.  10d.,  cy.,  passed 
but  with  a  damage  of  upwards  of  one  million  dollars) 
must  always  present  a  most  formidable  obstacle  to  an 
ever  Increasing  commerce,  and  that  the  difference  of 
opinions  amongst  the  scientific  men  of  the  States  as  to 
the  best  means  of  removing  the  obstructions  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  indicate  their  serious  nature,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  proposed  work." 

The  construction  of  this  Canal  would  mitigate  the  in- 
convenience from  which  the  commerce  of  the  West  at 
present  suffers,  and  would  no  doubt  be  profitable  ;  but 
we  must  proceed  further  up  the  Lakes  for  a  point  from 
which  a  profitable  as  well  as  an  advantageous  division 
can  be  made. 

The  continuance  of  these  and  other  inconveniences 
induced  the  citizens  of  Chicago  and  Milwaukie  to  turn 
their  attention  to  a  route  which  has  been  before  the 
public  for  a  long  period  ;  but  the  anticipated  cost  of  its 
construction  prevented  many  from  giving  that  attention 
to  it  which  its  importance  deserved. 

From  the  great  increase  of  the  West — the  population 
of  Chicago  alone  in  1856  being  twenty-two  times,  and 
Milwaukie  twenty  times  what  they  were  in  1841,  a 
period  of  15  years,  whilst  Toronto  about  trebled  its  po- 
pulation,— it  was  only  reasonable  that  they  should  en- 
quire whether  another  more  direct,  expeditious,  and 
safer  outlet  could  not  be  constructed  to  relieve  the  pent 
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up  produce  of  the  West.    In  1855  the  value  of  the  Lake 
imports  and  exports  of  Chicago  were  $233,000,000 
Milwaukie  35,000,000 

The  tonnage  of  Chicago  being  54,179 
Milwaukie  15,961 
The  exports  of  gr&in  from  Chicago  in  1856  amounted  to 
20,000,000  bushels,  and  Milwaukie,  3,000,000  ;  to  this 
may  be  added  the  shipping  engaged  in  the  mining  dis- 
tricts of  Lake  Superior,  and  the  coasting  trade,  which 
has  not  been  estimated  for  want  of  sufficient  data.  The 
value  of  the  exports  of  iron  and  copper,  however, 
amounted  to  $2,700,000.  Here  is  a  commerce,  annually 
increasing — surely  it  is  worth  contending  for.  By  this 
commerce  Buffalo  has  been  built  up,  and  the  wealth  of 
the  West  centred  in  New  York. 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  this  city,  taking  these  facts 
into  consideration,  decided,  after  consulting  with  the 
Boards  of  Trade  of  other  cities,  on  holding  a  convention 
in  Toronto,  and  named  the  13th  September,  1855,  for 
that  purpose,  at  which  Delegates  from  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, Oswego,  the  County  of  Simcoe,  and  the  town  of 
Barrie  were  present. 

At  this  meeting  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed, 
to  the  following  effect : — 

"  Resolved, — That  the  immense  trade  fro  d  the  J^orth 
west  demands  the  immediate  construction  of  a  Canal 
between  the  Upper  Lakes  and  Lake  Ontario,  of  a  suffi- 
cient capacity  to  pass  a  vessel  of  1000  tons  burthen." 
The  remarks  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Toronto,  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Crocker,  of  Oswego,  Mr. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  and  other  gentlemen,  were  published 
at  the  time,  and  excited  considerable  attention  through- 
out the  Province,  owing  to  the  variety  and  importance 
of  the  statistical  statements  respecting  the  present  and 
prospective  traffic  of  the  great  West.  At  that  meeting 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  entrusted  with  the  survey  of 
the  route,  and  since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of 
eighteen  months,  when  we  could  not  proceed  from  want 
of  funds,  have  been  engaged  in  procuring  the  necessary 
information  with  respect  to  the  several  proposed  routes. 

I  would  mention  that  only  one  route  was  originally 
contemplated,  but  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
ielegates,  on  consulting  with  Col.  R.  B.  Mason,  of 
ohicago,  the  consulting  Engineer,  who  personally  ex- 
amined the  several  proposed  routes,  decided  that  other 
routes  should  be  surveyed,  which  involved  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  much  larger  sum  than  was  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, and  consequently  created  pecuniary  difficulty 
and  considerable  delay.    By  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  £500 
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from  the  Provincial  Parliament,  and  the  promise  of 
£250  from  the  United  Counties  Council  of  York  and 
Peel,  I  have  been  enabled  to  complete  the  survey  of 
all  the  routes,  and  the  result  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
the  public,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  informa- 
tion in  my  possession,  though  not  yet  matured,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  immense  and  largely  increasing  trade 
of  the  West  and  North-west,  will  justify  the  expenditure 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  capital  with  a  better  pros- 
pect of  remunerative  profit  than  any  other  similar  engi- 
neering work  that  has  ever  been  undertaken  on  this 
continent.  The  practicability  of  the  work  having  been 
disputed,  I  endeavored  to  show  in  a  Preliminary  Report 
in  the  early  part  of  this  year  that  the  engineering  diffi- 
culties were  not  insurmountable,  and  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  Canal  was  altogether  a  question  of 
expense. 

The  necessary  statistical  information  which  is  now 
being  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineer,  Col.  R.  B. 
Mason,  of  Chieago,  in  connection  with  the  Report,  will, 
I  think,  satisfy  every  reasonable  person  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  ship  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Lakes  Huron  and  Ontario  at  Toronto,  cannot  be  much 
longer  deferred. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  route  by  the  French 
River,  Lake  Nipissing,  and  the  Ottawa  River,  I  would 
quote  a  few  remarks  from  the  Chicago  Press  of  this 
year : — 

"  It  may  be  good  policy  for  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ottawa  River,  in 
order  to  establish  an  easier  communication  with  the 
upper  country,  but  we  think  the  facts  presented  above 
(alluding  to  Mr.  Shanly's  Report  on  the  Survey  of  the 
Ottawa  River)  shew  pretty  conclusively  that  a  ship 
canal  from  Georgian  Bay  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  via  this 
route  is  out  of  the  question.  The  distance  of  shallow 
river  and  canal  navigation — 430  miles — would  be  a  very 
serious  objection,  provided  there  were  no  obstructions, 
but  such  as  could  be  easily  removed.  So  far  as  the 
north-west  is  concerned  we  must  stick  to  the  original 
project  of  a  canal  from  Georgian  Bay  to  Lake  Ontario 
(only  some  ninety  miles,  nearly  one-half  of  which  is 
already  open  through  Lake  Simcoe  to  the  rivers),  a 
route,  which  seems  to  have  been  specially  provided  by 
the  hand  of  Providence,  and  which  only  awaits  the 
enterprise  of  men  to  complete  the  work  of  uniting  the 
lakes  and  the  ocean  by  a  bhort  connecting  link  of  navi- 
gable water." 
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The  advantages  of  the  Toronto  over  the  Ottawa  route, 
as  a  communication  to  the  north-west,  were  clearly  dis- 
cerned by  Governor  Simcoe,  in  1796,  judging  by  the 
following  article,  which  was  republished  this  year  in 
the  Toronto  Globe  : — 

"The  opening  of  Yonge  Street  itself  was  one  of  the 
first  works  undertaken  by  Governor  Simcoe,  the  regi- 
ment of  Queen's  Rangers  being  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice. Settlements  were  formed  very  early  in  the  Towns 
ships  of  East  Gwillimbury  and  Whitchurch,  and  it  wa- 
probably  with  the  immediate  view  of  opening  up  that 
country,  that  the  road  was  constructed.  But  that  the 
far-seeing  Governor  had  more  extended  views,  we  learn 
from  one  of  his  officials,  who  wrote  in  1798  as  follows :" — 

SIMOOE  ON   THE  NORTHERN  ROUTE. 

"  It  (Yonge  Street)  is  the  direct  communication  from 
York  to  Lake  Simcoe,  opened  by  His  Excellency  Major 
General  Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe,  who,  having 
visited  Lake  Huron  by  Lake  Aux  Claies,  (formerly  also 
called  Ouentarouk  Sirion,  and  now  named  Lake  Sim- 
coe), discovered  the  harbour  of  Penetanguishene  (now 
Gloucester)  to  be  fit  for  shipping  ;  resolved  on  improv- 
ing the  communication  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake 
Huron  by  this  short  route,  thereby  avoiding  the  circui- 
tous passage  of  Lake  Erie.  This  street  has  been  opened 
in  a  direct  line,  and  the  road  made  by  the  troops  of  His 
Excellency's  corps.  It  is  30  miles  from  York  to  Hol- 
lands River,  at  the  Pine  Fort,  called  Gwillimbury,  where 
the  road  ends ;  from  thence  you  descend  into  Lake 
Simcoe,  and  having  passed  it,  there  are  two  passages 
into  Lake  Huron,  one  by  the  Severn  which 
convey  the  water  of  Lake  Simcoe  into  Glouces- 
ter Bay  ;  and  the  other  by  a  small  portage,  a  con- 
tinuation of  Yonge  Street,  to  a  small  Lake,  which 
also  runs  into  Gloucester  Bay.  This  communication 
affords  many  advantages.  Merchandize  from  Montreal 
to  Michilimackinac  may  be  sent  this  way  at  £10  or  £15 
(sterling)  less  expense  per  ton  than  by  the  route  of  the 
Ottawa  River ;  and  the  merchandize  from  New  York, 
to  be  sent  up  the  North  and  Mohawk  Rivers  for  the 
North-West  trade,  finding  its  way  into  Lake  Ontario, 
at  Fort  Ontario,  (Oswego)  the  advantage  will  certainly 
be  felt  of  transporting  goods  from  Fort  Ontario 
(Oswego)  to  York,  and  from  thence  across  Yonge 
Street,  and  down  the  waters  of  LaKe  Simcoe  into 
Lake  Huron,  in  preference  to  sending  it  by  Lake 
Erie." 
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During  the  early  part  of  this  year  a  delegation  from 
this  City  went  to  Chicago  to  confer  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  there  on  the  project  of  building  a  line  of  screw 
steamers  to  ply  between  Chicago  and  Collingwood.  At 
that  meeting,  held  on  the  24th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Bross, 
of  the  Chicago  Democratic  Press,  in  advocating  the 
project,  stated  that  "  the  success  of  the  enterprise  to 
establish  a  line  to  Collingwood  would  place  us  in  direct 
communication  per  Grand  Trunk  Railway  with  the 
Canadian  and  Liverpool  line  of  steamships  from 
Montreal,  by  which  a  trade  will  be  fostered  which  will 
ere  long  secure  the  building  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Canal, 
the  great  work  of  this  century,  and  which,  he  believed, 
the  most  of  the  present  Board  of  Trade  of  Chicago 
would  live  to  see  accomplished,  and  vessels  of  1,000 
and  1,500  tons  burthen  land  at  our  wharves  with  mer- 
chandize direct  from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow."  Subse- 
quently the  Chicago  Press  published  an  article  addressed 
to  u  Our  Toronto  and  Montreal  Friends  ;"  the  portion 
selected  is  so  apposite  to  the  subject  that,  at  the  risk  of 
testing  your  patience,  I  cannot  avoid  giving  it  in  full : — 

"  In  the  first  place,  Toronto  capitalists  and  the 
Toronto  press,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception,  do  not 
take  hold  of  the  work  with  that  energy  which  its  im- 
portance to  their  city  would  seem  to  demand.  As  it  ap- 
pears to  us  at  this  distance,  they  seem  to  fear  that  some 
one  would  be  likely  to  make  too  much  reputation  out 
of  it.  Some  of  their  citizens  started  the  idea  years  ago 
before  the  commerce  of  the  West  would  sustain  the 
work;  it  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and  they  have 
come  imperceptibly  to  regard  it  as  a  visionary  scheme. 
But  if  they  would  study  the  progress  of  the  West,  its 
vast  and  increasing  commerce,  and  the  advantages  and 
the  immense  wealth  it  will  bring  to  their  city,  they 
could,  as  it  seems  to  us,  hesitate  and  doubt  no  longer. 
What  ivas  once  impracticable  and  visionary,  has  now  be- 
come a  prime  necessity  of  commerce.  In  the  first  place  it 
would  furnish  their  city  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
pure  water  from  Lake  Simcoe,  an  advantage  which 
would  alone  be  worth  more  than  half  the  cut  through 
the  ridges  south  of  the  Lake  would  cost.  It  would 
afford  water  sufficient  to  make  Toronto  one  of  the 
largest  manufacturing  cities  on  the  continent.  One-half, 
perhaps  nine-tenths  of  the  commerce  of  the  entire 
North-West  would  be  at  her  command,  and  pour  untold 
wealth  into  her  coffers.  She  could  ship  the  products  of 
her  industry  to  the  rich  territory  bordering  on  Lakes 
Huron,  Michigan,  and  Superior,  while  New  York,  and 
New  England  on  the  east,  and,  in  fact,  the  wide  world 
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itself,  through  the  St.  Lawrence,  would  purchase  the 
products  of  the  West  from  her  overflowing  warehouses. 
Our  conviction  is  clear  that  the  building  of  this  Canal 
would  secure  for  Toronto,  for  all  time  to  come, 
the  position  of  one  of  the  leading  cities  on  the 
American  comment.  Surely  this  is  a  prize  worthy 
of  her  brightest  hopes,  and  her  most  vigorous  enterprise. 
A  word  now  with  our  good  friends  at  Montreal.  Per- 
haps we  have  judged  them  uncharitably,  but  it  seems  to 
us  strange  that  this  great  work  should  be  looked  en 
therewith  a  sort  of  jealousy,  as  if  it  were  intended  to 
injure  rather  than  benefit  Montreal.  As  soon  as  the 
matter  began  to  attract  any  considerable  attention,  the 
Ottawa  rouse  was  proposed,  and  large  sums  were  appro- 
priated by  the  Government  to  survey  it.  Thus  far  this 
was  all  very  well,  and  we  doubt  not  the  commerce  of 
that  magnificent  valley  will  ere  long  warrant  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Canal  through  to  the  Georgian  Bay  ;  but 
we  misunderstand  the  report  of  the  survey,  if  it  does 
not  show  that,  for  the  purpose  of  direct  trade  with 
Europe,  it  would  be  too  long,  and  the  transit  through 
it  too  expensive.  The  idea  seems  to  prevail  in  Montreal 
that  the  Georgian  Bay  Canal  is  a  Toronto  enterprise  in 
which  they  have  no  interest. 

Let  us  examine  the  subject  for  a  moment.  For  the 
purpose  of  direct  trade  with  Europe,  it  matters  little 
whether  vessels  go  directly  through,  or  cargoes  are  tran- 
shipped at  Montreal.  In  our  judgment,  certainly  during 
the  summer,  transhipment  there  into  very  large  ocean 
vessels  and  steamers  would  be  found  most  profitable. 
In  the  winter  propellers,  and  sail  vessels,  especially  if 
they  rated  at  1000  tons,  might  find  it  more  profitable  to 
escape  from  the  embargo  of  ice  upon  the  Lakes  and 
spend  the  winter  in  the  American  or  European  coasting 
trade.  But  in  any  event  Montreal  would  hold  the  key 
to  all  the  immense  trade  of  the  West  flowing  down  the 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  Ocean.  Her  merchants  would  fur- 
nish assorted  cargoes  of  goods  for  the  West  from  all 
parts  of  the  Globe,  from  which  full  cargoes  could  not 
be  made  up  to  the  Lake  cities.  In  any  event  she  would 
be  to  the  trade  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  what  New  York  is 
to  that  of  the  Hudson.  It  needs  but  the  enterprize  on 
the  part  |of  her  citizens  corresponding  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests^at  stake,  to  secure  for  her  this  proud 
position,  beyond  any  contingency.  It  is  true  that  nation- 
al pride  and  immense  capital,  and  the  beaten  track  of 
commerce  are  on  the  side  of  New  York,  but  God  and 
nature  are  stronger  than  all  these ;  and  let  any  intelli- 
gent mau  compare  the  "  Erie  ditch"  with  the  mighty 
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St.  Lawrence,  with  a  Canal  to  pass  vessels  of  1000  tons 
burthen  from  Georgian  Bay  to  Toronto,  and  he  cannot 
doubt  for  a  moment  on  which  side  tne  immutable  laws 
of  commerce  will  decide  the  contest." 

Montreal  should  be  satisfied  by  this  time  from  the 
proofs  afforded  by  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Works 
on  the  Tirade  and  Navigation  of  the  Province,  of 
the  decreasing  trade  on  the  Welland,  and  St.  Lawrence 
Canals,  that  unless  she  assists  Toronto  in  constructing 
the  Toronto  and  Georgian  Bay  Canal,  the  trade  of  the 
West  will  still  continue  to  be  carried  to  the  ocean  by 
the  *' Erie  ditch"  as  our  Chicago  friends  describe  it. 
The  diversion  of  the  Western  trade  has  to  be  attempted 
here  and  here  alone.  No  other  place  offers  the  same 
engineering  facilities,  in  proof  of  which  I  may  here  re- 
*  peat  that  80  miles  of  Canal  with  a  lockage  of  about  600 
feet  can  be  constructed  between  Lakes  Huron  and 
Ontario,  thereby  effecting  a  saving  of  at  least  400 
miles  of  circuitous,  hazardous,  and  expensive  navigation. 

If  the  citizens  of  Montreal  cannot  agree  with  us  in  the 
above  conclusions,  though  Toronto  is  not  the  only  advi- 
ser they  have  on  the  subject,  the  citizens  of  Toronto 
have  only  to  exercise  additional  energy  to  carry  out  the 
work,  and  if  Montreal  will  not  aid  us,  as  Canadians  we 
appeal  to  her  not  to  oppose  a  project  which  we  are  sat- 
isfied will  be  a  great  Provincial  as  well  as  a  local  benefit. 

That  there  has  been  much  apathy  on  the  subject  in 
Toronto  must  be  admitted,  but  when  analyzed  it  will  be 
found  that  this  apathy  arises  from  a  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  and  also  from  the  opposition  which  all  new 
projects  have  to  contend  against.  You  can  remember  the 
opposition  we  encountered,  from  even  professional  gen- 
tlemen, when  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Railroad 
was  first  seriously  entertained.  The  first  survey  of  that 
work  was  made  in  1834,  but  not  until  twenty  years  after- 
wards was  the  Railway  opened.  I  remember  to  have 
heard  many  persons,  who  were  considered  reasonable 
and  sensible,  state  that  its  construction  was  impracti- 
cable, so  that  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  the  same 
clas*  denounce  the  Ship  Canal  as  impracticable  also. 
Having  succeeded  in  one  project  which  it  is  admitted 
has  added  much  to  the  wealth  of  the  city,  it  affords 
grounds  for  hope  that  we  may  yet  live  to  accomplish 
the  present  undertaking,  which  is  of  far  greater  import- 
ance. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  falling  off  of  the  trade  of  the 
harbour  of  Toronto  this  year,  owing  principally  to  the 
additional  facilities  afforded  by  the  opening  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railroad,  which  is  gradually  concentrating  the 
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Canadian  portion  of  the  trade  of  the  Province  in  Mon 
treal,  I  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
before  twelve  months  have  passed,  the  Toronto  and 
Georgian  Bay  Company  will  be  looked  upon  by  our 
fellow-citizens  as  a  necessity,  if  Toronto  is  desirous  of 
maintaining  her  position  as  one  of  the  principal  com- 
mercial cities  in  British  North  America. 

This  great  work  cannot  be  constructed  unless  Pro- 
vincial as  well  as  private  assistance  is  afforded  ;  pecuni- 
ary aid,  however,  need  not  be  demanded.  You  are 
well  aware  that  Parliament  has  granted  a  private  char- 
ter to  certain  parties,  giving  them  power  to  construct 
the  work,  and  has  also  afforded  aid  to  complete  the 
survey,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  consider- 
ing 4,000,000  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  construct  an 
important  work  in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Province,  * 
a  grant  of  land  may  also  be  reasonably  made  to  accom- 
plish this  project.  A  petition  having  been  presented  to 
the  Provincial  Parliament  last  session,  was  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  favourably  entertained,  though 
the  Committee  have  not  yet  reported.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  subject  will  again  be  brought  forward  during 
the  approaching  session  with  a  successful  issue.  Mr. 
Hartman,  M.P.P.,  Warden  of  the  United  Counties  of 
York  and  Peel,  well  remarked  during  the  discussion  on 
the  appointment  of  the  Select  Committee,  that  "  He 
thought  that  the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
construction  of  this  Canal  was  not  the  elevation  of  the 
ridges  referred  to — but  the  opposing  force  of  rival 
interests." 

The  citizens  of  Toronto,  who,  one  and  all,  are  deep- 
ly and  locally  interested  in  the  construction  of  the  addi- 
tional outlet  demanded  by  the  Chicago  and  other 
representatives  of  the  Western  trade,  will,  no  doubt, 
soon  see  the  necessity  of  assisting  as  one  united  body 
in  attaining  that  pre-eminence  for  Toronto  amongst  the 
cities  of  Canada,  which  she  may  justly  claim  as  her 
destiny. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KIVAS  TULLY. 
Civil  Engiueer. 

Jno.  Beverly  Robinson,  Esq.,  ) 
Toronto.  > 
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Toronto,  Nov.  20, 1857. 

Kivas  Tully,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  highly  in- 
teresting letter  on  the  subject  of  the  Georgian  Bay 
Canal,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  no  one  feels  more  alive 
to  the  importance  of  such  a  public  improvement  than  I 
do.  I  was,  as  you  say,  in  a  minority  in  advocating  in 
the  Corporation  a  small  grant  of  money  necessary  to 
complete  the  survey,  but  I  recollect  also  being  in  a  mi- 
nority some  six  years  ago  in  advocating  in  the  Council 
the  cause  of  the  Northern  Railroad,  and  remember  well 
the  assertions  then  made  by  professional  gentlemen  and 
others  both  as  to  the  difficulty  in  constructing  it,  and  of 
its  very  doubtful  advantages  if  made. 

There  are  few  who  will  now  question  the  benefit  that 
the  construction  of  this  Canal  would  confer  upon  this 
city  particularly,  and  upon  the  whole  Province,  by  at- 
tracting to  it  the  immense  traffic  which  must  find  its  way 
to  the  sea  board  by  the  best  and  cheapest  route. 

The  almost  unbounded  extent  of  the  United  States 
territory  to  the  north  west  of  us,  which  would  also  par- 
ticipate largely  in  such  benefit  by  the  use  of  the  Canal 
when  made,  would  lead  us  to  look  for  the  entire  co-op- 
eration of  the  enterprising  population  of  that  vast  region, 
and  which  the  interest  already  exhibited  in  the  work  by 
many  leading  men  in  Chicago  warrants  us  in  antici- 
pating. 

Important,  however,  as  the  work  is  by  all  admitted  to 
be,  you  must  be  aware  that  the  impression  prevails  with 
many  that  its  construction  is  impracticable,  and  I  am 
glad,  therefore,  after  having  completed  the  survey  ol  all 
the  routes,  that  you  are  enabled  to  say,  that,  "  As  far  as 
you  can  judge  from  the  information  in  your  possession, 
though  not  yet  matured,  you  are  satisfied  that  the  im- 
mense and  largely  increasing  trade  of  the  West  and 
north  west,  will  justify  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  capital,  with  a  better  prospect  of  remunera- 
tive profit,  than  any  other  similar  engineering  work  that 
has  ever  been  undertaken  on  this  Continent." 

If  the  statistical  infotmation  about  to  be  given  by  Col. 
Mason,  founded  on  this  survey,  proves  satisfactory,  then 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  by  the  united  action  of  the 
Americans  to  the  north  west  of  us,  and  ourselves,  aided 
as  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  by  the  Government  of  the 
Province,  either  by  grant  of  land  or  otherwise,  this  great 
work  may  be  accomplished  at  no  distant  day,  to  the  in- 
calculable benefit  of  this  city  and  of  the  wh^le  country. 

Hoping  that  the  facts  which  will  soon  be  laid  before 
the  public  will  justify  those  interested  in  this  city  and 
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Province,  to  take  some  prompt  action  in  the  matter, 
and  that  you  may  live  to  see  the  day  when,  in  a  great 
degree  owing  to  your  enterprise,  the  wateis  of  Lake 
Huron  and  Ontario  will,  by  means  of  this  Canal,  be 
connected  at  Toronto, 

I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  Yours, 
JOHN  BEVERLY  ROBINSON. 


